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Diverse coalition of more than 60 member organizations that 
represents the needs of immigrants, migrants, refugees and other new 
Americans living in Pennsylvania

tL// ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧǳƭƭ 
integration into society by advocating for fair policies that welcome and 
sustain immigrants.

PICC brings together community groups, social and legal service 
providers, mutual assistance associations, unions, faith communities, 
immigrant leaders, and concerned individuals 

About PICC





Helpful Documents

TOOLKIT



Our 2019-2020 Partners
¶ ACLAMO
¶ African Family Health Organization (AFAHO)
¶ Aquinas Center
¶ Casa San Jose
¶ Centro de ApoyoComunitario
¶ Project Libertad Norristown
¶ HIAS Philadelphia
¶ Project Libertad Phoenixville
¶ Make the Road Reading
¶ Mural Arts Philadelphia Southeast by Southeast Storefront
¶ Nationalities Services Center (NSC) 
¶ Puentes de Salud- Lanzando Lideres High SchoolProgram
¶ UNIDAD Norristown Area High School



Purpose - Why we did this questionnaire
Gain a deeper understanding of the 

experiences of immigrant students.

Built upon the Welcoming Schools Toolkit. 

Provide PICC, schools, educators with 

guidance.



Community Participatory Approach
ǒ Questionnaire distributed at 

information sessions and workshops. 
ƺ Access to College

ƺ Welcoming Schools Campaign

ƺ Know Your Rights in Schools

ǒ Used a community based 

participatory approach. 

ǒ Led 17 sessions across the state. 

ǒ Gathered 105 student and 12 parent 

questionnaire responses



Schools Represented
This map shows the areas where 

schools that were represented from 

student and parent responses. The 

schools mentioned by youth 

responses are represented by star 

icons, and schools stated from parent 

responses are represented by book 

icons.

30  different schools were 

represented by respondents 



Out of 500 school districts within Pennsylvania, only 
6 districts have Welcoming School policies in place:

Å Allentown
Å Reading City 
Å Pittsburgh City 
Å Upper Darby
Å Havertown 
Å Centennial 

There are still significant gaps regarding:
Å Students feelings of safety
Å Students concerns on ICE
Å Adequate language/academic access
Å staff/leadership development
Å Wider understanding of what welcoming 

environments look and feel like

Welcoming Schools in PA



Results & Recommendations 
Our results and recommendations fit 

into four categories: 

ǒ Creating a Safe and Welcoming 

Environment

ǒ Language Access

ǒ Teacher and Staff Development 

ǒ Academic support



Creating a Safe and 
Welcoming 

Environment



Not ALL Students Feel Safe at School
71 (67%)  students stated that they DO NOT FEEL SAFE at school.

8 students said they were bullied based on their identity as an 

immigrant/child of immigrants.

Only 21% of students felt teachers and school staff provided support when 

they were bullied.



Students Concerned About ICE at School
29% of all students worry about ICE coming to their schools.

This concern was shared by students of all immigration statuses: 
ǒ Did not identify their status Ȱ16%
ǒ U.S. Citizen Ȱ51%
ǒ Undocumented Ȱ22%
ǒ Naturalized Citizen Ȱ1

˨·ÙĚˋ íġ˔Ě ĚÀÓ ġĆ ĚÙÙ ġëíĚ
things. And worse to 
hear people stories of 
M-8 ġÀ÷íĀç ġëÙÿ˩
- Student 



Ȱ) ÆÅÅÌ ÓÁÆÅ ×ÈÅÎ )ͻÍ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ×ÈÅÎ )ͻÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÌÌ×ÁÙ ÂÙ ÍÙÓÅÌÆ ×ÈÅÎ ) 

ÇÅÔ ÓÃÁÒÅÄ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÈÏÏÔÉÎÇÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙȱ

Ȱ) ÄÏÎͻÔ ÆÅÅÌ ÓÁÆÅ ÎÏ×ÈÅÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÉÓ ÓÏ ÍÅÓÓÅÄ ÕÐ ÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ 

ÈÁÐÐÅÎȱ

Ȱ) ÆÅÅÌ ÕÎÓÁÆÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ) ÇÏ ÔÏ ÉÓ ÐÒÅÄÏÍÉÎÁÎÔÌÙ ×ÈÉÔÅȢ 3Ï ) ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÆÅÅÌ ÁÔÔÁÃÈÅÄ ÂÙ 

ÌÏÏËÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÓÁÉÄȢȱ

Ȱɉ&ÅÅÌ ÕÎÓÁÆÅɊ "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȱ

Ȱ) ÆÅÅÌ ÓÁÆÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÓÐÅÁË ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÄÏȱ

Ȱ) ÆÅÅÌ ÓÁÆÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÇÕÁÒÄȱ

Ȱ) ÆÅÅÌ ÓÁÆÅ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÌÐÓ ÙÏÕ ÏÕÔȢȱ

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÓ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÂÕÌÌÙÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÄÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÁËÅÓ ÐÌÁÃÅȱ



Recommendations: Safe and Welcoming Environment
ǒ Language access policies

ǒ Policies governing how schools will interact with ICE

ǒ Need to train all staff and ensure students and parents are 

aware of all policies

ǒ Create more welcoming spaces for all students by updating 

curriculum and school programs to focus on diversity, cultural 

humility, and anti -racism

ǒ Hold immigrant specific events, create clubs, classes, and 

support groups that connect school leadership with students, 

and their families. 

ǒ Communicate any measures being taken to protect students 

from mass shootings, anti -immigrant sentiment, 

racism/bigotry, and bullying



Students and parents offered many specific suggestions on how to create 
safe and welcoming schools 
ǒ Schools should create a variety of 

support systems for immigrant 

and newcomer students

ǒ Hiring bilingual staff

ǒ Treat members with respect, 

empathy, compassion

ǒ Provide quality language access

through translators, interpreters, 

resources

ǒ Keep an open and accessible line of 

communication across email, texts, 

phone calls, social media to keep 

families up to date nm rstcdmsrȵ 

well -being, and school environment

ǒ Provide access for involvement for 

surrounding community



Language Access


