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PA Legislative Visit Talking Points
Issue #1: Turning the Police into Immigration Agents:

Some bills recently introduced in the legislature require state and/or local police to work with the federal government to enforce immigration laws. 

· Would severely undermine immigrant communities’ trust in police. Immigrants would be less likely to come forward as victims or witnesses to report crimes, and our neighborhoods would be less safe for everyone as a result.

· Would be a dangerous diversion of police resources, which should be focused on protecting the community from dangerous crimes. 

· Would give a green light to racial profiling, encouraging police to target people who look or sound foreign with harassment, detention and threats of deportation.  

Ask: Can we count on the Senator / Representative to oppose bills that make the police act as immigration agents?
House Bill (HB) 2479: Modeled after the AZ law, legally requires law enforcement to stop and question individuals about their immigration status.  (This bill includes additional provisions on E-verify and public benefits).  
Issue #2: Creating Barriers to Accessing Public Benefits:

Some bills introduced in the past are intended to crack down on people illegally receiving public benefits. They usually require that people present government-issued ID and proof of legal status in order to get benefits.

· Would continue a debate that unfairly scapegoats undocumented immigrants, who are already not eligible for all the major benefits programs in Pennsylvania. There is no evidence that immigrants are receiving benefits for which they are ineligible.

· The multiplicity of ID procedures (identification documentation, sworn affidavit, and verification though a federal database) would cost Pennsylvania over $20 million per year to implement at a time of severe budget crisis.

· Would harm up to 800,000 U.S. citizens in PA who lack government-issued identification.

Ask: Will the Representative oppose any bills that would create additional barriers to accessing public benefits?
Senate Bill (SB) 9: requires submission of government-issued ID as a condition for receiving a wide variety of public benefits. Implementation cost is estimated at $21.6 million by the Rendell administration. (The bill has passed the Senate and is in the House)  
Issue #3: Requiring Employers to Use a Flawed Database to Verify Work Authorization:

In an attempt to crack down on the employment of undocumented workers, some legislators have proposed that PA expand its use of the federal electronic employee verification system (called “E-Verify”).
· E-verify doesn’t work.  The E-Verify database has a high error rate that misidentifies workers.  A recent study by Westat, commissioned by the federal government, found that a majority of the unauthorized workers put into E-Verify came back as authorized.
· Would fail to confirm many citizens and work-authorized immigrants. The error-riddled system frequently misidentifies legal workers, including U.S. citizens, as unauthorized for employment. Every workday, hundreds of new hires in PA would be incorrectly flagged as ineligible for employment, denying them their livelihood. 
· Would result in discrimination against immigrants and people of color. The database’s error rate is particularly high for work authorized foreign born persons. The system is misused by employers who do not provide workers with the opportunity to correct database errors or who penalize workers while they correct database errors by restricting work assignments and reducing pay. Defensive hiring practices will deny many documented workers and people of color access to jobs and could expose employers to liability.
· Would be burdensome and costly to employers at a time of economic downturn and budget crisis when businesses and public employers cannot afford additional administrative costs.

Ask: Will the Senator oppose the expanded use of E-verify in Pennsylvania?
Contributions of immigrants/general:

Pennsylvania has been built on immigrant contributions. Most Pennsylvanian families were once new immigrants, and newcomers continue to build the strength and prosperity of our state. 

· Support legislative efforts that integrate immigrants and that build our state and economy. To ensure that PA remains a vibrant and strong state, it must welcome immigrants. We urge our legislators to support measures that advance immigrant integration and promote the shared prosperity of all Pennsylvanians.

· Oppose measures that isolate or scapegoat immigrants. Sending the message that PA is unwelcoming to immigrants will weaken our state economically, socially, and culturally. We urge our legislators to reject any legislation targeting immigrants for new restrictions. 

· Encourage Congress to enact fair, comprehensive immigration reform now. Everyone agrees that reforms to our immigration laws are desperately needed. The PA legislature can bring pressure to bear on Congress to make necessary reforms. 

Ask: Can we count on Sen./Rep. ____ to help make Pennsylvania a welcoming place for immigrants?
Thank you:  

Thank you for your time today. We encourage the Senator/Representative to work with immigrant communities in developing policies that may impact immigrants.
House Bill (HB) 1502 and 1503 (Passed House): would require state contractors / all construction employers to use the federal E-Verify program. The same bills are in the Senate, SB 1149 and SB 1150.  
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