Taking Action on Anti Immigrant Legislation
Thursday, July 15, 20103pm-5pm

3:00 – 3:15
Introduction 

Susan Kim

Immigration has been in the headlines a lot lately, and not for good reasons. The recent laws passed in Arizona have caused other states to follow suit. There are lots of anti-immigrant bills moving through legislature. While we need to fight anti-immigrant measures, we also need to be more proactive on the pro-immigrant front.

Today’s speakers are:
· Jon Blazer- National Immigration Law Center (NILC) (what’s happening in other states, fed response, state legislators who promote pro-immigrant policy)

· Andy Hoover- ACLU (what’s happing in PA legislature w/ anti immigrant legislation- overview/ update)

· Natalia Salgado- SEIU (how we can move forward and think ahead)

· Babette Josephs- State Representative 182nd District, Chair of the State Government Committee (insider’s insight on how to best mobilize)

3:15 – 4:15
Panel Presenters

John Blazer- Speaker

John Blazer is a Public Benefits Policy attorney with the National Immigration Law Center (NILC), where his focus is on promoting immigrant access to critical safety-net programs, particularly within state and local programs. Prior to joining NILC, he worked at AFSC's Project Voice, an immigrants' rights organizing initiative, and spent several years as a legal services attorney at Community Legal Services in Philadelphia.
Federal Level Update:

We have a continued failure from the Executive branch. Major reforms have been pushed back by the democrats, and Republicans won’t even hear out a discussion on the matter. The system is diseased- undocumented immigrants have become a huge scapegoat and a wedge issue. While it wins short term debates and points in elections, there is no federal change in sight right now. It won’t get any easier if republicans get control of congress. We won’t get reform, but an increase in deportations, quotas, etc. Evidence shows it’s not about the priority to remove threats, but they have cast such a wide net that they just remove whoever falls into it. There are efforts underfoot from realists about moral obligation to move forward with whatever improvements we CAN make (ex: Dream Act.) 

As for the AZ laws a lot of people have filed lawsuits, and finally the justice department stepped with their own lawsuit. A nerve has been struck and it’s interesting how offended the anti-immigrants are by anyone being upset by this legislation. We will know by the 29th if the law can go into effect- and if it DOES, then it sets a precedent of “what can’t states do in implementing and enforcing their version of immigration laws.”

We see lots of threats at the state level, but there also have been several pro-immigrant bills going through in other states. We can’t wait for the federal government to fix immigration and promote social cohesion. 
We need a positive vision for the state. There is a group of state law maker called the State Legislators for Progressive Immigration Policy that has formed to advocate for pro-immigrant measures.  The group is made up of 54 legislators from 28 states and includes Senator Daylin Leach from PA, who recently introduced a pro-immigrant bill to counter the AZ style bill, HB 2479.   The bill would bar police officers from accepting immigration enforcement responsibilities. 
Examples of affirmative measures for immigrants would be penalizing employers for hiring and exploiting undocumented workers (employers who don’t pay fair wages/exploit workers); increased availability of ESL classes, increased access to health insurance and other social services.

How do we get to the place where we come together to support something positive, rather than coming together only to prevent negative outcomes?

Q&A

1. Regarding the 400,000 quota (the number of undocumented individuals the federal government tries to round up annually) are there particular states where disproportionate number of immigrants are targeted by these enforcement practices and is PA one of them?

2. Letters from Utah

An unknown anti-immigrant group sent a letter with a list of 1300 individuals to ICE, state policy maker, and various media outlets.  The list includes social security numbers, birth dates, addresses and names of family members.  Almost all of the individuals on the list are Latino.  The anti immigrant group demands that undocumented people on this list be deported. They’ve challenged the federal government to be more responsive to any info about undocumented immigrants. 
3. Widespread use of informants as part of these round ups?

Not sure

Andy Hoover -Speaker

Andy Hoover is the Legislative Director of the ACLU of PA, and is responsible for lobbying efforts at the state level in Harrisburg and at the federal level in Washington, D.C. Prior to that he spent several years as a community organizer for ACLU-PA. 

State level: Nearing the end of the current session (2 year sessions). Republicans will maintain majority of senate, House is still unsure. Gov race is wide open.

Anti-immigrant bills that moving in the legislature
· HB 1502 and 1503:  Two bills requiring certain types of employers to use E-verify (immigration status verification system using the Social Security Administration’s database.) HB1502 for state contractors and HB1503 for construction employers. Passed in the House 188-7- not even close.   We have been trying to run out the clock, but also have to keep an eye it for the next few months, until the end of the session.  The bills now go to the Senate.  Need to call your local State Senators and ask them to oppose the E-verify bills. 
· SB 9/ HB 1529:  Requires undocumented immigrants to procure a state issued ID as a requirement to receiving public benefits. SB 9 passed the Senate. The House Republicans got it out of committee by using a Discharge Resolution – a process by which, usually the party in the minority, can get a bill out of committee. Now we’re waiting to see where it goes. Bill is framed as an “immigration issue”- but those most affected will be eligible individuals who are in most need of benefits such as the elderly and the disabled.  It is meant to target undocumented immigrants (even though there is no evidence that they are receiving benefits) but will end up hurting a lot of other people who qualify and need benefits.

· 2 bills to require police to do immigration enforcement
· Pro-immigrant HB 1401 reaffirms local law enforcement is not obligated to enforce immigration.
· Quinnipiac Poll results:  52% of Pennsylvanians support the AZ law, and 48% want a similar law here. Only 27% opposed it! A lot of room to work and gain support- but we don’t have a large percentage who opposes it.

Rep. Babette Josephs

PA State Representative for the 182nd District, Chair of the State Government Committee, and a long time friend and advocate of the Immigrant community.

(Introductions of forum attendees)
Cannot remember a time a discharge resolution has ever worked. HB 1359 (House version of SB 9 - the Public Benefits bill) is not the AZ bill, but many who write to me seem to associate it with the AZ copycat bill. There seems to be more grandstanding than seriousness on the anti-immigrant side.  Rep. Josephs wants to hold a hearing on SB 9/HB 1359 and use it as a way to mobilize the pro immigrant base. She would like to get advocates to testify freely, would like to get a diverse demographic of immigrants/activists to give comprehensive testimony.  She wants to work with us to figure out where and when to have the testimony, so that we can draw a big pro-immigration audience. 

Many state government officials are up for election- we need people to attend every event that features a candidate and ask pro-immigration questions. 

No idea why we did so poorly on the e-verify bills. 

How do we strategize to get more participation and stop this sort of legislation?

Q&A

1. Was e-verify really never addressed in the caucuses?

Babette Jospehs- Hadn’t been to every caucus, but amongst those who voted against it- it didn’t seem like it could pass. 

Andy Hoover- There was a discussion- but it was not positive. People were shooting down every argument against it

2. Strategy for SB 9- why prefer to fight back than to hunker down and run out the clock?

Babette Josephs- It’s time to speak out.  A lot more dangerous than HB 1369 because we are in session a full month longer than the Senate. I don’t think there is a chance that it passes the House. 
Would suggest another strategy, which is to look at the sponsors of the bill and get as many democrats to stop sponsoring it as possible. If a Democratic leader sees a bill with no Democrats supporting it- why would they sign it?  Democrat Rep from Redding has a relationship with Ron Marsico- but if people talked to him enough, he would maybe pull his name and so on. 

4:15 – 5:00
Break Out Strategy and Planning Session
Natalia Salgao (SEIU)- Speaker
Natalia Salgado is the Mid-Atlantic Political Director for SEIU Local 32BJ, helping union members, including immigrant workers in Southeastern Pennsylvania, to become involved in the political process. In the past, she has worked for Council of Spanish Speaking Organizations and on the campaign of Councilwoman Maria Quiñones-Sánchez.  She was involved in organizing response to anti-immigrant ordinances in Northeastern Pennsylvania, and is a member of PICC's Board of Directors 

Been having discussions about e-verify bills for a while now. We should never have so many Democratic Reps from the Southeast vote against immigrants. We need a grassroots effort. We need to educate House members on what’s going on and why some bills shouldn’t be supported. We need to make sure regardless of what’s going to happen, we develop a voice of opposition (which was missing in the last round.) We need to strategize. 

1) What do we need to do now?

Events, hearings, and who do you know? Who do you have relationships with? Who from your organization can say “I’m going to try to make some calls/visits?”

2) How do we build a proactive voice?

*We need to create alliances outside of just the immigrant and immigrant advocate community. We need to have outside organizations to join us, but we need to hand them the talking points

Forum attendees, in small working groups, were asked to strategize and make some commitments to take action on the highlighted anti immigrant legislation and organize proactive events and activities that promote the voice and presence of pro immigrant groups.  Activities to consider included contacting local legislators, planning and participating in lobby day, rallies, vigils, and other pro immigrant events.

Debrief from small group work

What can we do now? 

· Contacts with representatives
· Tom Caltagirone - Jeff Brown
· Smith – Courtney Lawson
· Larry Farnese - Deborah Calvert and Ciara Kehoe
· John Meyers - Judy Bernstein – HIAS
· Contact people who live in other areas( encourage them to contact their reps

· Stop into offices (state congress person) they know
· Get institutional support for candidates

· Can talk to neighbors and get others to contact the same rep
· Action Alerts to members (need talking points) CAIR
· Reach out to St. Vincents 
Upcoming events 

· July 27th , 6pm at Pattison & 11th – Phillies vs. Arizona game, Recognizing the contributions of our immigrant baseball players, 

· July 29th event , 11am at South 2nd & Samson Alley – Welcoming New Immigrations to Philadelphia at Welcome Park

Both events organized by Reform Immigration for America Campaign, a coalition of faith, labor, student, community, immigrant rights, and others calling for a fair and humane solution to our broken immigration system. For more information, please email: marchforamericapa@gmail.com
